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The Structure and Meaning of "Din Fen" Economics in Early China

Chun-sin Hwang and Steven S. Kan
National Tsing Hua University, TAIWAN

ABSTRACT

"Din Fen™ economics, reconstructed as a Kuhnian academic school
from the teachings of Huang-Lao in Early China, posited "tzu-wei'
as a concept of man and proposed the policy of 'din fen' to settle
down the problem of Hobbesian Jungle. It built up the Smithian
principle of division of labor to the private economy as well as to
the government. Unfortunately, the movement of making emperor
depressed such an idea development until Sung and Ming, when
both creative ideas in decentralization within the center government
by Li Kou and between it and local governments by Koo Yen Wu
were also totally neglected. With effort to resurge this extended
Smithian principle of division of labor, as argued in this paper, the
principle of checking and balance in western political thought is not
a necessary decretal for democratic governments.
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